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especially  in  the  two   last   movements  of  the
symphony/'

After his success in Berlin Sibelius came home
with the intention of soon going abroad again, for
in the previous summer he had received an invita-
tion to conduct his first symphony in Liverpool
and Manchester, and the concerts had been fixed
for March.

" I had looked forward to my journey to England
with great expectations.   Busoni had spoken many
times with rapture of England and had praised its
audiences as remarkably receptive to anything new
in music, and I had made a solemn vow to myself:
I shall go there !   The concerts in Liverpool and
Birmingham were to come off in March and I had
already made all my arrangements for the journey
when I was prevented at the last moment and had
to  telegraph a refusal.    My compositions were
played under the leadership of Granville Bantock,
who had conducted both my symphonies before.
" Bantock played the first symphony,' Finlandia'
and the f King Christian ' suite, and to judge by the
critiques they were very successful.    I noticed
then already that Englishmen understood certain
features in my music that were dismissed by the
German critics of that time as mere mannerisms/'
At about the same time a couple of Sibelius'
works had their first performance in Italy.   It was
none other than Arturo  Toscanini who  played
" Finlandia " and " The Swan of Tuonela " with
the La Scala orchestra of 120 musicians.